
 

MERN Stack Tutorial for Web Development 

Aspirants 

Introduction 
Confused by the “alphabet soup” of modern web development? You’re not alone. It is 

where most new web developers get lost, stuck between having a pretty frontend and a 

working database. 

The MERN Stack (short for MongoDB, Express, React, and Node.js) gets around this 

problem by using JavaScript from start to finish, thus not requiring one to learn two 

separate programming languages, one for the backend and one for the frontend. 

“Making it look good” and “making it work” are gaps that will be filled by means of this 

MERN Stack tutorial, and you will become a full-stack master. 

It is time to stop guessing and coding and follow a plan. See our Entire MERN Stack 

Syllabus. 

Why Students or Freshers Learn MERN Stack? 

https://www.softlogicsys.in/mern-stack-course-syllabus/
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Developers choose the MERN stack since it will enable them to become “Full-Stack” 

professionals with the least time and cost. It also helps to get rid of the technical issues 

that normally discourage people from learning and creating their own projects on their 

own. 

●​ Single Language Mastery: You only have to master JavaScript. It is what 
powers the front end (React), the back end (Node/Express), and even the 
database queries (MongoDB). 

●​ High Market Demand: MERN is commonly used by startups and tech giants like 
Netflix and Airbnb for building fast and scalable “Single Page Applications” 
(SPAs). 

●​ Faster Development: Capabilities such as React’s reusable components or 
Node’s huge library ecosystem (NPM) make it possible to develop complicated 
projects in weeks instead of months. 

●​ Lucrative Salary Growth: The packages for freshersin India could be between 
₹4-7 LPA, with fast growth once you learn advanced full-stack integration. 

●​ Huge Community Support: Stuck with a bug? With millions of MERN 
developers worldwide, the answer to your bug is probably a search away. 

Enhance your skills with our MERN Stack interview questions and answers here. 

 

Step-by-Step MERN Stack Tutorial for Web Development 
Aspirants 
However, to build a functional application, one needs a planned process. This MERN 

Stack tutorial will walk you through building a Task Management Tool from scratch, from 

setting up your environment to integrating your database and UI. 

Phase 1: Environment Setup & Installation   

https://www.softlogicsys.in/mern-stack-interview-questions-and-answers/
https://www.softlogicsys.in/mern-stack-tutorial-for-web-development-aspirants/


Before starting coding tasks, it is important to make sure everything is in place on a 

computer or a laptop. You require Node.js (runtime) and MongoDB (database) 

Step 1. Installing Node.js 
Download the LTS version from the nodejs.org site. This will include the npm Package 

Manager too. 

●​ Verify: Open the terminal and execute the commands node -v and npm -v. 

Step 2. Database Setup (MongoDB Atlas) 
It is simpler for new students to use MongoDB Atlas, which is a cloud-based MongoDB 

deployment option. 

●​ Sign up for an account at mongodb.com. 
●​ Create a ‘Shared Cluster’ (Free). 
●​ In the Network Access category, add your current IP address. 
●​ Open Database Access and create a user with a password. 
●​ Click “Connect → Drivers” to retrieve your connection string. 

Step 3. Folder Structure 
Create two top-level directories for your project: 

mkdir mern-tutorial && cd mern-tutorial 

mkdir server client 

Phase 2 – Backend (Node.js + Express) 
The backend deals with the functionalities and communicates with the database. 

Step 4. Initialize Server 
cd server 

npm init -y 



npm install express mongoose cors dotenv 

npm install –save-dev nodemon 

●​ Express: This is a web framework used by the API. 
●​ Mongoose: Mongoose is used for 
●​ Dotenv: This package stores secret and 
●​ Nodemon: Restarts the server automatically whenever you save your code. 

Step 5. Create the Entry Point (server.js) 
Now, create a file named server.js and add: 

const express = require(‘express’); 

const mongoose = require(‘mongoose’); 

const cors = require(‘cors’); 

require(‘dotenv’).config(); 

const app = express(); 

app.use(cors()); 

app.use(express.json()); // Allows parsing of JSON data 

const PORT = process.env.PORT || 5000; 

const URI = process.env.MONGO_URI; 

mongoose.connect(URI) 

  .then(() => console.log(“MongoDB Connected Successfully”)) 

  .catch(err => console.log(err)); 



app.listen(PORT, () => { 

  console.log(`Server is running on port: ${PORT}`); 

}); 

Step 6. Defining the Data Model (models/Task.js) 
Mongoose uses Schemas in defining the actual form of your data. 

const mongoose = require(‘mongoose’); 

const taskSchema = new mongoose.Schema({ 

  title: { type: String, required: true }, 

  description: String, 

  completed: { type: Boolean, default: false }    }); 

module.exports = mongoose.model(‘Task’, taskSchema); 

Phase 3: The Frontend (React) 
The user interface components are created by the use of React. 

Step 7. Bootstrap React 
Vite gives us a faster development environment than ‘create react app’.      

cd .. 

cd client 

npm create vite@latest . — –template react 



npm install axios 

npm run dev 

Step 8. Fetching Data in React (App.jsx) 
Axios will let you connect your frontend to the backend API you just developed. 

import { useState, useEffect } from ‘react’; 

import axios from ‘axios’; 

function App() { 

  const [tasks, setTasks] = useState([]); 

  useEffect(() => { 

    axios.get(‘http://localhost:5000/tasks’) 

      .then(res => setTasks(res.data)) 

      .catch(err => console.error(err)); 

  }, []); 

  return ( 

    <div className=”App”> 

      <h1>My MERN Tasks</h1> 

      <ul> 

        {tasks.map(task => ( 



          <li key={task._id}>{task.title}</li> 

        ))} 

      </ul> 

    </div> 

  ); 

} 

export default App; 

Phase 4: Connecting the Dots 
So, to make your app fully functional, you need to implement the CRUD operations. 

This requires the following: 

●​ Backend Routing: Writing backend routes such as app.post(‘/tasks’) to save 
new data. 

●​ Frontend Forms: React useState hook for handling user input and posting data 
using axios.post. 

Learning happens when you resolve real-life scenarios. Do you have the ability to apply 

your skills to a “Delete” button or “Dark Mode” switch? MERN Stack Challenges and 

Solutions available here. Try them for complete hands-on exposure. 

Real Time Examples for MERN Stack Tutorial for Learners 
In order to realize the potency of the MERN Stack, one must understand how it can be 

used in a functional manner through its constituent elements for processing real-time 

information and large-scale user interaction. 

Real-Time Collaboration Tools (e.g., Trello or Slack Clone) 

https://www.softlogicsys.in/challenges-of-mern-stack-for-beginners/
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●​ The MERN Magic: React takes care of the dynamic UI (drag and drop cards), 
while Node.js and WebSockets provide instant notifications to each team 
member without the need for page reloading. 

●​ Why it works: This is because MongoDB has a dynamic document structure that 
is ideal for storing different types of messages and attachments, as well as 
nesting task-level comments inside the task object itself if 

E-Commerce Platforms (eg, Amazon or Nykaa Clone) 

●​ The MERN Magic: “React takes care of complex states, such as managing 
shopping carts and filters.” While this statement might seem unusual from a 
marketing standpoint, it’s true: “Express and Node.js take care of the heavy lifting 
of processing payments through APIs such as Stripe and managing the backend 
of inventory”. 

●​ Why it works: MongoDB is great at handling a massive number of products with 
a numerous set of fields, like variations in color, size, and brand, that keep 
changing. 

On-Demand Streaming Services (e.g. Netflix or YouTube Clone)  

●​ The MERN Magic: React offers a smooth and “app-like” surfing experience. 
Node.js enables handling the asynchronous streaming of large video files, thus 
preventing “choke” of the server when handling various requests.  

●​ Why it Works: The non-blocking I/O of Node.js is particularly suited to 
data-intensive and real-time applications and is therefore the industry standard 
when it comes to streaming.  

The greatest thing to do when job hunting is to do and not just talk. Begin working on 

projects to solve real-world problems. Explore our MERN Stack Project Ideas for 

Beginners. 

FAQs About MERN Stack Tutorial for Beginners 
1. What is the MERN Stack? 

MERN Stack is an ensemble of four JavaScript-based technologies. These are applied 

while developing full-stack web applications. MERN Stack technology includes 

MongoDB (database), Express.js (server framework), React.js (front-end library), and 
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Node.js (environment). It is very commonly adopted while developing fast data-driven 

Single Page Applications. 

2. Is MERN backend or frontend? 

MERN is a full-stack technology because it deals with both. React part deals with the 

front end (client-side), whereas Node.js, Express, handle the back end (server-side). 

MongoDB is the data storage part. It acts as a bridge between client-side and 

server-side because all technologies used in MERN. 

3. What is MERN vs fullstack? 

Understanding MERN and fullstack “Full stack” is the generic job title for anyone with 

the skills and ability to do “full stack” development on both the front and back ends. 

MERN is an example of an actual stack (a set of tools), and it allows the developer to be 

considered full stack. Other examples include MEAN (with Angular) or even “LAMP.” All 

full-stack developers are MERN developers but not vice versa. 

4. Can I learn MERN in 1 month? 

If you are familiar with JavaScript, learning the fundamentals of each component of the 

MERN stack can be completed within a span of 30 days. Nevertheless, if one is a 

beginner, it might take anywhere from 3-6 months to reach an expertise level, allowing 

one to create production-level applications. A period of a month is sufficient for learning 

it, but working on it is required for mastery. 

5. Which is better, Node.js or React? 

Neither of them is “better” because they serve different purposes. React is for creating 

interfaces (frontend), while Node.js is where your server runs (backend). You would 

need both if you wanted to build a MERN stack application. React allows interactivity on 

the site, while Node.js allows functionality like data management and security. 

6. Can I learn React in 3 days? 

A basic knowledge of React syntax and components will take only 3 days to learn, but 

one will not be “ready to work.” The technology has a complex environment, such as 

state management (using Redux/Context API) and routing. Three days will be sufficient 

to complete a “Hello World”-level application, but not for a complex one. 



7. Is MERN Stack dead in 2025? 

Not at all. MERN is still the #1 tech of choice for startups even in 2025 because of its 

rapid development capability and the enormity of the JavaScript ecosystem. Although 

new frameworks such as Next.js developed using React are gaining popularity, the fact 

is that it sits upon the MERN stack itself, not replacing it. 

8. What is full stack salary? 

Today, entry-level MERN developer salary in India ranging from ₹4.5 to ₹7 LPA. 

Mid-level developers with 2-5-years of experience can earn ₹8 to ₹15 LPA. Seniors in 

product firms can earn more than ₹25 to ₹40 LPA. These salaries are subject to varying 

geographical factors (Bangalore/Hyderabad) and AWS & AI expertise. 

9. Can web learn JavaScript in 1 month? 

Absolutely. Learning the basics (variables, loops, functions, ES6) will take a month if 

practiced for 2-4 hours a day. Applying what you have learned from “knowing the 

syntax” to “problem-solving” or doing work with the DOM or asynchronous code will take 

longer. 

10. Can I learn React without HTML and CSS? 

No. React is a library created to make it easier to deal with HTML and CSS. Without an 

effective knowledge of HTML (where the structure is), or CSS (styling/layout), you won’t 

know what is happening in React. “The Big Three”: learn the basics first!  

Conclusion 
Knowledge in MERN Stack is an achievement mark in the journey of every web 

development enthusiast. By leveraging one language for both front end and back end 

development, you’ve acquired the expertise to develop, grow, and deploy fully functional 

applications on your own. Remember, the best way to master the subject is not just 

relying on tutorials but developing expertise through writing code, testing, and 

developing applications.  

https://www.softlogicsys.in/mern-stack-developer-salary-in-chennai/


You’ve gained one strength; now work on improving yourself as per the requirements of 

the industry. Move from a starter level to a industry-ready level with our course. Take the 

Complete MERN Stack Certification Course in Chennai. 

 

https://www.softlogicsys.in/mernstack-training-in-chennai/
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