
 

PHP Interview Questions and Answers 

Introduction 
PHP interview questions and answers typically cover syntax, arrays, sessions, 
cookies, and error handling. Candidates are also asked about OOP concepts, form 
handling, database connectivity with MySQL, and security practices. These Q&A 
sets help evaluate a developer’s proficiency in building and managing dynamic web 
applications. Knowledge of PHP is imperative in contemporary web development. 
Begin with our PHP tutorial for beginners, which will walk you through the basics of 
PHP to ensure you excel in your technical interview. 

List of PHP Interview Questions for Freshers 

1.​ What is PHP? 
2.​ List some popular frameworks in PHP. 
3.​ Explain PHP’s type juggling. 
4.​ What are sessions in PHP? How do you start a session? 
5.​ Explain SQL injection and how to prevent it in PHP. 
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6.​ What are PHP namespaces? Why are they used? 
7.​ How do you handle errors in PHP? 
8.​ What was PHP known as previously, before the name change? 
9.​ What is the current latest version of PHP? 
10.​What is the current full form of PHP? 

PHP Interview Questions and Answers for Freshers 

1. What is PHP? 
PHP is a popular open-source server-side scripting language ideal for web 
development. Created by Rasmus Lerdorf in 1994, PHP has grown into a powerful 
tool used extensively across millions of websites and applications. It specializes in 
creating dynamic web pages and applications, managing forms, processing data, 
and enabling interactive user experiences through session management and content 
generation. 

2. What was PHP known as previously before the name 
change? 
PHP was originally called Personal Home Page Tools (PHP Tools). 

3. What is the current full form of PHP? 
The full form of PHP today is PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor, which maintains its 
original acronym and signifies its role in dynamically generating HTML content on 
web servers. 

4. What is the current latest version of PHP? 
The latest stable version of PHP as of June 2024 was PHP 8.3. PHP regularly 
releases new versions that include enhancements and new features. For the most 
current information on PHP versions, it’s advisable for students to consult the official 
PHP website or community sources. 

5. List some popular frameworks in PHP. 
The following are some of the popular frameworks in PHP: 

●​ Laravel 



●​ Symfony 
●​ CodeIgniter 
●​ Yii 
●​ CakePHP 
●​ Zend Framework (Laminas Project) 
●​ Phalcon 
●​ Slim 

 

6. Explain PHP’s type juggling. 
PHP performs automatic type conversion, known as type juggling, when necessary. 
This allows variables to be converted between different types as required during 
operations. 

7. What are sessions in PHP? How do you start a 
session? 
Sessions in PHP enable temporary storage of user data on the server. In order to 
start a session, users can use the session_start() function, which is placed at the 
beginning of scripts where session data is utilized. 

8. Explain SQL injection and how to prevent it in PHP. 
SQL injection is a security vulnerability where malicious SQL statements are injected 
into input fields to manipulate a database. To prevent SQL injection in PHP, it’s 
crucial to use prepared statements (using PDO or MySQLi with parameterized 
queries) instead of directly concatenating user input into SQL queries. 

9. What are PHP namespaces? Why are they used? 
PHP namespaces allow you to organize classes, functions, and constants under 
specific names to prevent naming conflicts between different parts of code. They 
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enhance code organization, improve code reusability, and maintainability by 
encapsulating code into logical groupings. 

10. How do you handle errors in PHP? 
Errors in PHP can be managed using try, catch, and finally blocks for exceptions 
(using the try-catch mechanism). Additionally, users can control error reporting and 
display using error_reporting and ini_set(‘display_errors’, ‘1’) to ensure errors are 
appropriately handled and communicated as needed. 

Enroll in our PHP course in Chennai and kickstart your web development career.  

List of PHP Interview Questions for Experienced 

11.​Explain PEAR in PHP. 
12.​Explain the rules for naming a PHP variable. 
13.​Explain some of the uses of PHP. 
14.​Does PHP distinguish between uppercase and lowercase letters in its syntax? 
15.​List the types of loops available in PHP. 
16.​What is a PHP Trait? 
17.​What are the different error types in PHP? 
18.​Explain the difference between == and === in PHP. 
19.​How can text be shown using a PHP script? 
20.​List the Content Management Systems (CMS) available in PHP? 

PHP Technical Interview Questions and Answers 
for Experienced 

11.Explain PEAR in PHP. 
PEAR (PHP Extension and Application Repository) acts as a framework and 
distribution system for reusable PHP components. It functions as a repository of 
PHP code libraries, offering tools for packaging and distributing applications. PEAR 
promotes code reuse with a diverse collection of packages covering database 
access, networking, XML parsing, and more.  

12.Explain the rules for naming a PHP variable. 
In PHP, variable naming rules are as follows: 
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●​ Begin with a dollar sign ($). 
●​ Include letters (A-Z, a-z), digits (0-9), and underscores (_). 
●​ Avoid spaces and special characters (except underscore). 
●​ Are case-sensitive ($variable differs from $Variable). 
●​ Cannot start with a digit; must start with a letter or underscore. 
●​ Avoid using reserved words like if, else, while, function, etc. 

Examples: 

●​ Valid: $name, $age, $_count, $firstName, $my_variable. 
●​ Invalid: $123abc, $my-variable, $my variable, $!special. 

13.Explain some of the uses of PHP. 
Here are some key uses and applications of PHP: 

●​ Dynamic Web Content: PHP is widely used to create dynamic web pages. It 
can generate HTML, manage forms, handle cookies and sessions, and 
interact with databases to produce personalized and interactive web 
experiences. 

●​ Server-Side Scripting: PHP scripts are executed on the server side, 
meaning that the processing happens on the web server before the result is 
sent to the user’s browser. This allows PHP to perform tasks like generating 
dynamic page content, processing user input, and interacting with databases. 

●​ Web Application Development: PHP is used to develop full-fledged web 
applications. It supports various frameworks (e.g., Laravel, Symfony, 
CodeIgniter) and tools that streamline application development by providing 
pre-built modules and libraries for common tasks. 

●​ Content Management Systems (CMS): Many popular CMS platforms like 
WordPress, Drupal, and Joomla are built using PHP. PHP enables the 
creation of customizable and extendable content management systems that 
manage and display content on websites efficiently. 

●​ E-commerce Applications: PHP is extensively used in building e-commerce 
websites and applications. It can handle product catalogs, shopping carts, 
payment processing integrations, and customer management systems 
effectively. 



14.Does PHP distinguish between uppercase and 
lowercase letters in its syntax? 
Yes, PHP treats uppercase and lowercase letters differently in variable names, 
function names, class names, and other identifiers across most situations. For 
instance: 

●​ $variable and $Variable are treated as distinct variables. 
●​ functionName() and FunctionName() are recognized as separate functions. 
●​ PHP distinguishes between class names like MyClass and myClass. 

However, there are exceptions: 

●​ Constants defined with define() are typically case-insensitive unless explicitly 
set otherwise. 

●​ Keywords such as if, else, and while are not case-sensitive. 

It’s important for developers to adhere to consistent naming practices to maintain 
clarity and readability, particularly when collaborating on PHP projects or managing 
extensive codebases. 

15.List the types of loops available in PHP. 
PHP offers four primary loop types: 

●​ for loop: Executes code a set number of times based on a specified 
condition. 

●​ while loop: Continuously executes code as long as a condition remains true. 
●​ do-while loop: Executes code once before checking the condition for further 

execution. 
●​ foreach loop: Iterates over elements in arrays or objects and executes code 

for each element. 
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16.What is a PHP Trait? 
A PHP Trait provides a method for code reuse in PHP, a language that supports 
single inheritance. Traits enable methods to be composed into classes 
independently of inheritance, allowing for horizontal composition of behavior in PHP 
classes. 

17.What are the different error types in PHP? 
PHP errors are categorized into several types: 

●​ Parse Errors: Syntax errors identified during script parsing. 
●​ Fatal Errors: Critical errors that terminate script execution. 
●​ Warning Errors: Non-critical errors that do not stop script execution. 
●​ Notice Errors: Minor errors that do not impact script functionality. 
●​ Exception Errors: Errors raised using the throw keyword and handled using 

try-catch blocks. 

18.Explain the difference between == and === in PHP. 

●​ == is the equality operator, which compares values after type coercion. 
●​ === is the identity operator, which checks if values are both equal and of the 

same type without performing type coercion. 

19.How can text be shown using a PHP script? 
You can display text using a PHP script by utilizing the echo or print statements. 
Here’s an example of how it’s done: 

<?php 

    // Using echo to output text 

    echo “Hello, World!”; 

    // Using print statement (similar to echo) 

    print “This is a PHP script.”; 

    // Displaying variables with echo 



    $name = “John”; 

    echo “Hello, $name!”; // Outputs: Hello, John! 

?> 

In PHP, echo and print are constructs used for sending text or variables to the web 
browser. They are commonly embedded within PHP tags (<?php ?>) to integrate 
PHP code with HTML easily. Explore PHP project ideas and get exposure to 
real-time project practices. 

20.List the Content Management Systems (CMS) 
available in PHP? 
The following are some of the popular Content Management Systems in PHP: 

●​ WordPress: Widely recognized for its user-friendly interface, flexibility, and 
extensive plugin library, WordPress powers a large portion of websites 
globally, from blogs to corporate sites. 

●​ Joomla: Known for its balance of flexibility and usability, Joomla is ideal for 
diverse websites including e-commerce, social networks, and complex web 
applications. 

●​ Drupal: Renowned for its scalability and flexibility, Drupal is preferred for 
large-scale enterprise websites, offering robust content management and 
customization features. 

●​ Magento: Primarily designed for e-commerce, Magento utilizes PHP and 
provides extensive customization capabilities tailored for online stores. 

●​ PrestaShop: Geared towards simplicity and usability, PrestaShop is popular 
among small to medium-sized businesses seeking quick setup for online 
stores. 

●​ Typo3: A powerful CMS catering to enterprise-level needs with 
comprehensive customization options and multilingual support. 

●​ October CMS: Based on the Laravel PHP framework, October CMS 
prioritizes simplicity and developer-friendly features, gaining popularity for its 
flexibility. 
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Conclusion 
Passing a PHP interview requires a combination of proficiency in the basics of PHP syntax, 
familiarity with the request-response cycle, and following secure database procedures. With the 
ever-changing nature of web development standards, it is imperative to remain updated on 
contemporary frameworks such as Laravel, just as it is important to be familiar with the 
fundamentals of superglobals and sessions. Ready to transform your passion for programming 
into a career? Enroll in our software training institute in Chennai today and land your dream job!. 
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